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Newsletter #167: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Happy Friday to everyone! I hope you all had a nice week. The chaotic weather and 
massive snowfall that we experienced in Illinois a few weeks ago finally is starting to 
melt away. I even see some of the flowers starting to bloom. Along with this the news on 
the vaccine front is very exciting. I spent much of last year debating about how, if and 
when to have our annual ANA World’s Fair of Money and National Money Show. Happily 
we are turning a corner and it seems very likely that the Rosemont, IL convention (or as 
most say the Chicago ANA) will take place. We are planning it and unless the governor 
says no to large events it should happen. I’m confident. 


The auction market is starting to prepare for their Spring sales. Kiinker has theirs at the 
end of March as does Roma. NAC will have an internet sale in April and their bigger live 
sale at the end of June in Zurich. As time moves forward I think we will see more people 
starting to head back to live auctions but I also believe that the last year has taught 
many of us that bidding online is a great option. 


ANA Board of Governors Election 2021 


Now that the candidates for the ANA BOG are finalized we are ready for the next part 
which is to get to know each person. If you want to inform yourself about who is 
running and their ideologies and vision for the future of the ANA is, then make sure you 
check out the candidate Q&A in The Numismatist June issue. I think the voting up until 
now has been largely based on popularity. This, of course, is totally anormal human 
tendency. That said, I feel like getting to know the candidates and their views for the 
organization is imperative. Make sure that their views align with what you believe is 
correct. Thankfully there are more candidates than positions available for the board so 
each candidate will have to work to get on. Please reach out to me at 
shanna@shannaschmidt.com if you have any questions regarding the ANA and my 
views and please if you are a member, VOTE! 
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What’s New at the American Numismatic Society 


The next Money Talks is on March 27th at 1 p.m. (EST). Jesse Kraft will be speaking 
about the lovely American colonial paper money collection that the ANS houses. Some 
might not be aware that at the beginning of our existence as a nation we did not have a 
metallic currency of our own. We relied upon milled Spanish coins and other foreign 
coinage. Paper money was more prevalent and it gives such a great insight into the 
financial development of the burgeoning nation. If you aren’t a member of the ANS you 
can’t take part in the lecture series so please consider joining. Here is a link to that 
presentation: 


http://numismatics.org/mt-kraft-0321/ 


Another very exciting (and free for members) event is the Coinage of the Roman 
Provinces before Provincial Coinage Conference taking place at the end of March. This 3 
day conference has a who’s who of presenters in the field of numismatics. Presenters 
such as Andrew Meadows, Francois de Callatay, David Hendin are just a few of the great 
speakers. To be able to “attend” such an event is truly a great opportunity during this 
pandemic. If you want to sign up pleased go here: 


http://numismatics.org/pocketchange/rbw-conference/ 


What’s New at the American Numismatic Association 


The ANA has a range of free courses for those interested. The course topics cover all 
areas of numismatics. While the ANS definitely focuses on the more academic side of 
numismatics, the ANA is largely a collector organization and caters to a much wider 
audience. For this reason the topics are broader and a great introduction into areas that 
you might be interested in but don’t want to bite off more than you can chew. Here is a 
link to the courses available in the coming months: https://info.money.org/elearning 


A special video from Lugdunum Numismatique 


I wanted to give a shout out to my friend Dr. Jonas Flueck who is actively preparing his 
late Spring 2021 auction in Solothurn, Switzerland. Normally I wouldn’t even mention 
an auction that is not yet fully prepared but this special video that Jonas prepared is 
worth 10 minutes of your time. He will be auctioning off a very rare medal from the 
Hundred Years War between France and England. This medal called the Calaisienne is 
beautifully documented in a video narrated by Jonas. Here is a link to that below. I’m 
looking forward to seeing what else is in the sale! 


https://www.lugdunum-numismatik.com/en/calaisienne 


Now finally to the upcoming auctions: 


Tauler & Fau Auction 77 (9 March) 


This Madrid auction house will be conducting their 77th sale completely virtual. T&F 
has a small but decent offering of ancient coins available. There are some budget Greek 
(Spanish origin) bronzes with a few more rare types mixed in. Lot 78 is a denarius of 
Sextus Pompey from the provincial mint of Hispania. While it has some areas of wear 
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and minor surface issues it is exceedingly rare with “only five being offered in the last 
20 years”. The Roman Imperial section offers quite a few pleasant aurei. It might be 
worth checking out. 


CNG E487 (10 March) 


There are 1,041 lots in the next CNG e-sale. The sale has coins from the Belgica and 
Lampasas collections, both of which were featured in earlier sales. Also, it has a special 
section with paper money from the estate of Eldert Bontekoe. As some might know, 
Eldert was one of the owners of Pegasi Coins. He and his business partner Nick were 
long time fixtures at the trade shows. The interesting thing is that Eldert was known for 
being an expert on ancient coins (and apparently a good poker player!). In any case, this 
section of paper money came as a surprise to me. There are 65 notes from his estate 
starting with American colonial paper and ending with obsoletes from his home state of 
Michigan. Not a typical area of numismatics offered through CNG but as dealers we 
often find ourselves selling something numismatic related not necessarily directly 
within our fields of expertise. As they say, when in Rome....... 


Kiinker 347 (22 March) 


Kunker has their Spring sale over the entire week but I will just discuss auction 347 
since it is ancient coins. The catalog contains a few collections. The first are coins from 
“Die Sammlung eines Altertumswissenschaftlers” (An Ancient Scholars Collection). 
This collection is composed of coins from Egypt and Rome. Especially exciting are the 
remarkable Zodiac coins found within the pages. Zodiac coins, struck under Antoninus 
Pius, are exceedingly rare and highly desirable. The coins being offered here were 
formerly owned by the Alexandrian scholar and collector Giovanni Dattari. I fully expect 
these items to bring strong hammers due to their rarity. Aside from the Zodiac coins, 
the other pieces in this collection boast some very nice pedigrees. 


The other notable collections in this catalog are the Walter Weise collection of Seleucid 
coinage and the Heinrich Rudolf Peter collection of Syracuse coinage. There is also 
another continuation of the Hanseatic Friend of Rome collection. 


Normally I would attend the Kiinker Spring sale so I’m sorry I won’t be there in person 
this year. Definitely next year though!! 


Roma Auction XXI (24-25 March) 


I can’t believe it is already that time for another large Roma live sale. This one is spread 
out over two full days and has 1,145 lots. There are some fantastic coins in the sale and 
certainly something for everyone. A few coins I noticed. Lot 8, an Etrurian bronze type 
that I never came across before. It has a beautiful bearded head of the Etruscan god 
Tinia on the obverse and an incuse hippocamp on the reverse. The coin is 42.99¢ so it is 
not tiny. Lot 24 is a tetradrachm from Rhegion but the reverse, normally not in great 
shape, has a very detailed figure. It was from a rather recent sale from 2019 (perhaps 
unsold?) but it is worth a second look. Lot 34 is a pretty reasonably priced tri- 
hemistater from Carthage. There is a large group of Elis, Olympia coins which normally 
are not in large quantities in any auction. Lot 75 is a stunning archaic Athena 
tetradrachm with a full crest and with much of the reverse imagery visible. Lot 109 is 
rarity from Eretria with a pedigree back to the BCD collection. Lot 351 is a coin of Plato, 
the short-lived Bactrian king. Coinage of Plato is excessively rare and this example is of 
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fine quality. The Roman Republican denarii section is filled with sharply struck and 
visually beautiful examples. Lot 517 is a beautiful Tiber-toned sestertius of Caligula. As 
with any Roma floor sale there are copious amounts of gorgeous Roman aurei. 


This is another impressive sale from Roma and I am looking forward to it. Please get in 
touch soon regarding bids as I will be executing bids live on the phone. 


Coin of the Week 


ROMAN REPUBLIC. Aes Grave. Rome, c. 275-270 BC 
AE Cast As, 338.10g (71mm, 12h). Diademed head of Apollo right. / Diademed head of 
Apollo left. 


References: Cr. 18/1; Vecchi ICC 33 
Grade: Green patina with gloss. In very nice condition. VF 


Price: $7,500 


111196 
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Watch video 


Buy Coin 


Due to the small amounts of silver available, the first coins used by the early Republic c. 
280 BC were made of bronze. This likely occurred as Roman conquered central Italy 
where bronze was plentiful. The coins of the period were cast, not struck. Aes Grave 
were nothing like the Greek coins that had been struck for the previous 350 years. The 
coinage was based on the libral standard where the As referred to a coin and the weight. 
One As equaled one Roman pound (or twelve uncia (ounces)). The weight standard 
changed around 265 BC when the As equaled 10 uncia. This period was known as the 
light libral standard. The Sextan was 1/6 the value of 1 As. These were issued in large 
quantities until the introduction of the denarius about 210 BC. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-repuclic/roman-republic-aes- grave-rome- 
C-275-270-be?rq=rr1196 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 


shanna@shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 


Copyright © 2021 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 


www.shannaschmidt.com 
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